From the herbage of Passiflora incarnata have been iso lated eight flavone-C-glycosides based on apigenin and luteolin, six of them had not been found before in that plant. The constitution of all compounds is prooven.
The herbage of Passiflora incarnata, which is wide ly used medically [1] , has been reported to contain the C-glycosyl-flavones vitexin, isovitexin (1), orientin, isoorientin (2) , and saponarin (9) [1] [2] [3] . When one of us tried to isolate some reference substances from that plant, it became evident, that the C-glycosyl flavone pattern was more complex than had been reported earlier.
Our findings are summarized in Table I . The start ing material was a commercial dry extract, kindly provided by Messrs Dr. Willmar Schwabe, Karls ruhe, F.R.G., and manufactured from the herbage of Passiflora incarnata grown on the premises of that firm. The separation of the flavone glycosides was effected by chromatography on a column of poly amide-6 with a water-acetone gradient (sequence of elution with considerable overlapping: 7 ~ 8 > 5 > The 13C NMR spectra of 5, 6, 7 and 8 were identi cal with published spectra of these compounds [4, 5] . In combination with the FDMS and cochromato graphic results this constitutes proof of identity for 7 and 8; but does not distinguish the two isomers, 5 and 6. However, the differences between the R r val ues of these two isomers are such, that on this basis the distinction can be made with confidence [5] .
Compounds 3 and 4 are also known natural prod ucts [6, 7] , but no published 13C NMR data were available for comparison. These spectra (Table II) are readily interpreted in that the sugar region in both is almost superimpossible with that in the spec trum of vitexin-2"-0-ß-D-glucopyranoside [8] , while in the aromatic region the signals of 3 and 4 are as expected for a 6-C-glycosylated apigenin or luteolin [9] . Thus 3 and 4 are identified as isovitexin-and isoorientin-2"-0-ß-D-glucopyranoside respectively. Compounds 1 and 2 were identified by direct com parison with authentic samples.
Saponarin (9 ), of which an authentic sample iso lated from Saponaria officinalis L. [10] was at hand, could not be detected in P. incarnata, either by TLC of the extract, or by its colour reaction with I2/KI [10, 11] in fresh leaves. Vitexin and orientin, which have also been reported to occur in P. incarnata could only be detected by TLC in amounts too small for isolation. 
